PRESS
RELEASE
2015.11.11

Second Time in 4 Years, NOMURA Wins

Grand Award and Gold Award at the Design for Asia Awards
The Himeji Castle Restoration Project: Exhibition and Sign Design (client: Himeji City Government, Hyogo Prefecture), designed by
Ryuichi Okuda of NOMURA, has won both the Grand Award – the highest honor – and a Gold Award in the Environmental Design
category at the Design for Asia Awards 2015. Hosted by the Hong Kong Design Center (HKDC), the Design for Asia Awards
recognize the most influential designs in Asia. This is the second time in four years that NOMURA has won both of these awards,
following their double win in 2012 for the Palace Hotel Tokyo Chapel.
NOMURA also received Merit Recognition in the Environmental Design category (Culture, Public and Exhibition Spaces) for its space
creation work for the Osaka International Peace Center (designed by Mitsuhide Yoshinaga) and the Takenaka Carpentry Tools
Museum (designed by Masaaki Mitsunaga and Takeaki Akamine).
Himeji Castle, a World Cultural Property and National Treasure of Japan, was recently repaired in a restoration project that began in
2009 and lasted around five years. There were two stages to the exhibit and sign design project. In the first stage, the castle was
covered by a temporary enclosure decorated with pictures of the castle and an observation space was set up inside, allowing
visitors to watch the construction work in a way that is not possible at almost any other site in the world. Stage 2 commenced after
the repair work was completed in 2015. The latest AR (augmented reality) technology is used to present information, bringing history
to life with scenes from the time the castle was first built. The introduction of this technology has opened new doors for world
heritage sites with a timeless new style of tourist attraction and exhibition design. NOMURA has also been contracted to perform
management and operational work since the grand reopening of the castle.
There were about 800 entries for this year’s Design for Asia Awards, with 185 works selected for awards. In addition to 3 Special
Awards, 10 works in 18 design categories were selected for the Grand Award, 15 Gold Awards, 27 Silver Awards, 47 Bronze Awards
and 69 Merits.

Himeji Castle Restoration Project: Exhibition & Sign Design (Hyogo, Japan): Grand Award & Gold Award

Takenaka Carpentry Tools Museum (Hyogo, Japan): Merit Recognition

Osaka International Peace Center (Osaka, Japan): Merit Recognition

■Design for Asia Awards
Hosted by the Hong Kong Design Center (HKDC), the Design for Asia Awards have immense prestige not only in Asia but among
designers and companies around the world. They began in 2003 as a way to raise the value of outstanding designs that play a key
role in leading businesses to success and building a sustainable society. Designs are judged on their cultural value, sustainability, use
of traditions and technology, and degree of influence on Asian society. The competition recognizes designs that not only embody
Asian esthetic but have the potential to be influential on a global level and set new trends in design.
http://www.dfaa.dfaawards.com/
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